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1. R. Shmuel Bornzstain, Shem MiShmuel, Shmini Atzeret 5677 (1912)

The idea behind the blessing for rain, and the poet’s
expansion on the topic of water, and the reason it’s
called “Gevurot HaGeshem” (Taanit 2a) – is because it
requires much strength (gevura) to fall.

It is curious what is more excessive in this case [of
rain] than in the rest of nature. We know that water is
very material, as the Maharal wrote in Sefer Gevurot
Hashem several times, and yet wrapped in them is the
power of the supernal world, from the supernal waters.
As we discussed many times: that which was argued in
the Talmud (Taanit 9b) – where does the earth drink
from [i.e. rain]: from the upper supernal waters, or
from the ocean? Either way, these are both the words
of the Living God: since the material of the water is
from the Ocean, as we can sense, and its interior power
is from the supernal waters. And therefore it is more
excessive than the rest of the natural world: since
water is the most material, there is more supernal
power – a heavenly depth garbed in earthly depth.

That is why it is called GEVUROT GESHAMIM, that
it requires strength to descend; that God’s word
overpowers [the rains] so that they descend against
their will and not for their own benefit, because its
[lofty] spiritual nature does not want to descend and
debase itself into materiality / GASHMIUS.
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So: during Sukkot we pray for the amount and quality
of the rains, but the internal power that they get from
the supernal waters we pray for on Shemini Atzeret.
Correspondingly: during the days of Sukkot, during
which we pray for the amount and quality of the rains,
the nations of the world take part in this prayer as well,
just as we sacrifice 70 bulls, so the world won’t
despair of them [the rains], but the internal power that
comes from the rains belongs exclusively to Israel.

And just as in general, so in particular: we extract the
supernal power to refresh ourselves to begin our
spiritual work anew.
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2. R. Tzvi Hirsch Ressler of Nadvorna, Tzemach Hashem LeTzvi, Ekev 2
For the specific passage see https://hebrewbooks.org/3731, קכהעמוד .

“And you shall eat, and you shall enjoy, and you shall
bless” (Deut 8:10)

This can be explained by way of a parable: the spring
that flows when you draw from it constantly, it is then
strengthened and flows always and increases, just as
our Sages said, “A river is blessed (increases) from its
banks (tributaries)” (Nedarim 40a). And when you
don’t draw from it, it returns to its source. The parable
corresponds to the following: when Israel is deemed fit
to receive Divine Abundance, and they draw from the
Abundance, God’s Flow increases, as it is written,
“And you will draw joyfully from the springs of
deliverance’ (Isaiah 12:3). It means to say: the spring,
i.e. God, is in need of deliverance, and the deliverance
is what is drawn from it.

Therefore: eating and enjoyment are themselves
behavioral mitzvot. That is what “and you shall eat and
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you shall enjoy” means; in other words, these actions
are behavioral commandments,” and “you shall bless”
is a verbal one.
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3. R. Gershon Henoch of Radzin, Sod Yesharim 25:1, Shemini Atzeret

It is brought (in an ancient midrash on Sukkot) “On
the eighth day you shall have Atzeret” (Num 29:35).
Why were they kept back one additional day? The
matter is compared to a king who invited all his
servants to a feast. A noblewoman hinted to the
servants that this was an auspicious time to ask all
they wanted from the king, but they did not
understand. Because they didn’t understand what she
had hinted to them, she delayed them one more day
until they understood. So too with the seven days of
Sukkot: the Torah hints to Israel about water on the
second, sixth, and seventh days and they didn’t
understand, so they were delayed one more day:
hence it is written, “on the eighth day, you shall have
a delay (Atzeret)”

The explanation of the matter: all the goodness of the
world are included in the giving of water / rain. And
yet: the variety [of recipients] bothers the mortal mind
because one can see that this abundance descends on
the wicked and the righteous alike, as it is written in
the Talmud (Taanit 7b), “Rain for all, both for the
righteous and the wicked.” Moreover, rain falls as
appropriate for human actions, as we find in the
Talmud (Taanit 4a) that Israel requested improperly
that rain should fall for them, and God responded
properly that “I should be like dew” (Hosea 14:6)
instead.

Why didn’t Israel petition for dew as well? Because
dew reflects the SHEFA that descends solely from
God’s realm, which never ceases and has nothing to
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do with this request. This is why they only petitioned
for rain, which reflects the SHEFA that descends due
to human effort. And God communicated to them “I
will be like dew for Israel,” which is to say that the
same SHEFA that descends through human activity
that is called GESHEM is itself also from God’s
realm.
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